Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

GIS Services, is located within the Financial Systems Group in Metro Hartford Information Services.  We are responsible for managing, maintaining and updating the enterprise SDE database that is used by all of the departments in the City. The GIS staff is responsible for managing the GIS licenses, and software used by all of the City departments except the Police Department. The GIS staff is responsible for updating the following data layers:  address points, property lines and dimensions, building footprints, road edges, parking lots, driveways, fences, vegetation lines and other planimetric information as needed. We are also responsible for updating the owner information in the 311 software application, MUNIS, and the Firehouse software for the Fire department.

What is GIS?
Geographic Information Systems, GIS, is a digital mapping system that allows for data to be created and maintained at a geographic location.  This geographic data is stored in a database and can be accessed by anyone in the City of Hartford either by using GIS software installed on a computer or over an internet connection.  Because the geospatial data knows where it lives on the ground it makes the data valuable because it can be used to answer many questions such as selecting pieces of properties that are buffering a parcel by a specified distance or selecting all property that borders a water body.
What Type of Data is in the GIS?
The Enterprise GIS currently holds over 300 layers of information for the City or Hartford and surrounding communities.  These layers range from census information, property information to 
Much of the GIS data has been provided from the Metropolitan District Commission (MDC).  The City of Hartford is an active member of the GIS Subcommitte.  Layers provided by the MDC include.  This data was created from a flight in 2006?  The GIS Services updates the buildings and pavement, including sidewalks, driveways and ??

GIS data also includes oblique photography which has been provided by the State of Connecticut……
MHIS Supporting the Goals of the City Departments
MHIS is working with the Assessor and the Planning division towards going to a digital Assessor map base that will be implemented by the end of the year.  This will have a great impact with MUNIS going forward into the future.  Since MUNIS is a parcel base system, MHIS will be able to maintain a one to one relationship between the permit being applied for in the City and the property information in the Assessor’s Computer-Assisted Mass Appraisal (CAMA) system.  

The GIS Committee is also working toward developing a data distribution policy, this will be used to standardize the amount the City charges for data in the City of Hartford and also centralize it’s distribution.  

Also, during the next year MHIS will be working towards automating the property ownership update process between GIS and the following software applications: MUNIS, Frontlink (311), and Firehouse.

In order to give everyone in the City access to the GIS regardless if they have GIS software on their computer we are currently developing a property viewer website that will allow the user to view, search and print maps of GIS data.

